
BC3-10: BOABC Building LEVEL 3 EXAM 10 – EXAM OUTLINE 
Building Fire Protection 
This Exam deals with “Active Fire Protection. In Exam 7, Content Area 03 deals with “Passive Fire Protection.”   
 
This exam is on provisions of the British Columbia Building Code, Division A Part 3. 
 
This exam is based on the Job Tasks performed by the Level 3 Building Official. The exam outline is derived from an analysis 
of the Job Tasks and is grouped into Content Areas. The Content Outline shows the number of questions included on the 
exam for each Content Area and Job Task.  Questions are referenced to the 2024 BCBC. 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
The Level III Building Official scope of practice includes inspection and plan check for all aspects of the 2024 BC Building 
Code as it applies to large and/or complex industrial and public buildings (Part 3).  
 

LEVEL 3, Exam 10  
2 hours, 60 Items, Open book 

# of 
Items on 

Exam 

01 Fire Alarm and Detection Systems (Content Area) 14 

 0101 Fire Alarm Requirements (Job Task) 
Determine if a fire alarm system is required. 

3 

 0102 Continuity of Fire Alarm Systems (Job Task) 
Verify that fire alarm system continuity conforms to code requirements. 

1 

 0103 Types of Fire Alarm Systems (Job Task)  
Determine that the fire alarm system is of an appropriate type and operation for the building major 
occupancy or occupancies. 

1 

 0104 Installation and Testing (Job Task) 
Verify that fire alarm systems are installed and tested to the referenced standards. 

1 

 0105 Manual Stations (Job Task) 
Verify that Manual stations conform to code requirements 

1 

 0106 Annunciator and Zone Identification (Job Task) 
Verify that annunciator conforms to code requirements such as appropriate zone indication. 

1 

 0107 Fire and Smoke Detectors (Job Task)  
Verify that fire, smoke, and heat detectors conform to code requirements. 

2 

 0108 Audibility and Visual Requirements (Job Task) 
Verify audible and visual signal devices conform to code requirements such as sound level, conditions 
where visual signals are required, and provisions for future installation. 

2 

 0109 Voice Communication (Job Task) 
Verify that voice communication systems conform to code requirements based on occupancy and type 
of fire alarm system. 

1 

 0110 Smoke Alarms (Job Task)  
Verify that smoke alarms conform to code requirements such as location, interconnection, and sound 
patterns. 

1 

   

02 Standpipe and Sprinkler Systems (Content Area) 13 

 0201 Water Supply (Job Task) 
Determine if buildings are required to be equipped with an adequate water supply. 

1 

 0202 General Standpipe and Sprinkler Requirements (Job Task)  
Determine if standpipe or sprinkler system is required and verify installation to applicable code 
requirements such as types, location, and compliance to applicable referenced standards. 

5 

 0203 Hose Connections (Job Task) 
Verify that hose connections for standpipe systems conform to code requirements. 

2 

 0204 Hose Stations (Job Task) 
Determine if hose stations are required and where required verify they conform to code requirements.   

2 

 0205 Fire Department Connections (Job Task) 
Verify that fire department connections locations conform to code requirements. 

3 

   

03 Lighting and Emergency Power (Content Area) 6 

 0301 Lighting (Job Task) 
Verify that lighting conforms to code requirements such as location and illumination levels. 

3 

 0302 Emergency Lighting and Power (Job Task) 
Verify emergency lighting and power conforms to code requirements such as levels of illumination and 
power supply. 

3 

   

04 High Buildings (Content Area)   10 



 0401 Application (Job Task)     
Verify which buildings are subject to high building requirements given the occupancy classification, 
occupant load and floor level height of the top storey. 

2 

 0402 Elevator for Use by Firefighters (Job Task)     
Verify that the firefighter’s elevator(s) conform to code requirements such as size and load capacity, 
protection of electrical conductors, and elevator interlock and protection. 

2 

 0403 Limits to Smoke Movement (Job Task)     
Verify the measures taken to limit smoke movement conform to code requirements such as 
contamination levels and venting. 

3 

 0404 Central Alarm and Control Facility - CACF (Job Task)     
Verify central alarm and control facility conforms to code requirements, such as location, 
communication, alert and alarm signals, and other operational requirements.  

2 

 0405 Venting to Aid Firefighting (Job Task)     
Verify that means of venting conforms to code requirements such as type and location. 

1 

   

05 Building Fire Safety (Content Area)  17 

 0501 Exceptions to Building Height (Job Task) 
Determine where exceptions to building height in storeys are applicable; such as roof-top enclosures, 
mezzanines, and service spaces. 

2 

 0502 Storage Garages (Separate Building) (Job Task) 
Determine if a storage garage can be considered as a separate building based on code requirements 
such as use, grade, and construction type.  

1 

 0503 Basements and Storeys Below Ground (Job Task) 
Verify basements and storeys below ground conform to code requirements to prevent fire spread and 
collapse. 

2 

 0504 Streets (Job Task) 
Determine the number of streets a building faces and what can be considered a street (access route). 

1 

 0505 Building Construction Requirements for Multiple Major Occupancies (Job Task) 
Verify that building construction requirements relating to multiple major occupancies and exceptions for 
major occupancies conform to code requirements. 

3 

 0506 Automatic Sprinkler System (Job Task) 
Verify the automatic sprinkler system conforms to code requirements such as its location. 

1 

 0507 Building Construction Requirements (Job Task) 
Verify building construction complies with code requirements to prevent fire spread and collapse via the 
appropriate building classification. 

2 

 0508 Mezzanines and Openings Through Floor Assemblies (Job Task) 
Verify mezzanines, openings in floor assemblies, and interconnected floor spaces conform to code 
requirements such as occupancy classification and special protection (including exceptions).  

5 

 Total    60 

 


