
 
 
 
BC3-7: BOABC Building LEVEL 3 EXAM 7 – EXAM OUTLINE 
Building Classification & Construction 
This exam is on provisions of the British Columbia Building Code, Division A Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4.  
 
This exam is based on the Job Tasks performed by the Level 3 Building Official. The exam outline is derived from an 
analysis of the Job Tasks and is grouped into Content Areas. The Content Outline shows the number of questions 
included on the exam for each Content Area and Job Task. Questions are referenced to the 2024 BCBC. 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
The Level III Building Official scope of practice includes inspection and plan check for all aspects of the 2024 BC 
Building Code as it applies to large and/or complex industrial and public buildings (Part 3).  
 
 

Level 3, Exam 7 
2 hours, 50 items, Open book 
 

# of 
Items on 

Exam 

01    General Requirements (Content Area) 5 

 0101 Code Application and Definitions (Job Task) 
Identify and determine the appropriate application of defined terms.  Verify the application of 
specific scopes, such as occupancy classification of buildings and related exceptions.    

2 

 0102 Plans, Specification, Materials, Documents (Job Task) 
Verify documentation conforms to code requirements, such as submission of drawings and 
specifications.  

2 

 0103 Professional Design and Review (Job Task) 
Verify the appropriate application and implementation of required professional design and field 
review including Letters of Assurance 

1 

   

02 Classification / Construction Requirements (Content Area) 20 

 0201 Major Occupancy Identification (Job Task) 
Identify occupancy classification of building by selecting appropriate defined term(s) for major 
occupancy group(s). 

4 

 0202 Occupant Load (Job Task) 
Verify occupant load calculation and applicable factors for types of use conforms to code 
requirements. 

2 

 0203 Types of Construction (Job Task) 
Determine applicable construction type and identify the associated materials permitted and 
their limitations. 

2 

 0204 Building Height, Size (Job Task) 
Verify building area and height (in storeys) by applying relevant defined terms and identify 
exceptions such as mezzanines or lofts and storage garages when considered as a separate 
building. 

4 

 0205 Major Occupancy Separation (Job Task) 
Verify the applicable level of fire separation between major occupancies conforms to code 
requirements. 

2 

 0206 Spatial Separation (Job Task) 
Confirm the applicable limiting distance, area of unprotected openings,   
construction requirements for the exposing building face, and related projecting construction 
features conform to code requirements.  

4 

 0207 Exceptions to Structural Fire Protection (Job Task) 
Verify exceptions to structural fire protection conform to code provisions. 

2 

   

03    Fire Protection* (Content Area) 17 

 0301 Fire Separations, Smoke Dampers, and Closures (Job Task)  
Verify fire separations comply with code requirements, such as continuity, fire-resistance 
ratings, and supporting construction.  Verify that closures in fire separations comply with code 
requirements such as fire protection rating, operation, and hardware. 

5 

 0302 Fire Stops (Job Task) 
Verify firestop systems conform to code requirements, such as fire-resistance rating and type. 

3 

 0303    Flame Spread Rating, Smoke Development (Job Task) 
Verify the flame spread rating and smoke development classification of materials is determined 
in accordance with applicable reference standards.  Verify the maximum flame spread rating 
and smoke development classification for interior material finishes does not exceed code 
requirements.  

2 



 0304    Firewalls (Job Task) 
Verify that firewalls comply with code requirements such as ratings, continuity, openings, and 
parapets. 

3 

 0305    Fire Resistance Ratings (Job Task) 
Verify that fire resistance ratings comply with code requirements, such as applicable exposure 
condition, determination of rating, and supporting construction.  

4 

   

04    Vertical Transportation (Content Area) 3 

 0401   Standards (Job Task) 
Verify the elevating device(s) complies with the applicable referenced standard(s) 

1 

 0402   Fire Separations (Job Task) 
Verify fire separations for vertical transportation space are in compliance with code 
requirements for fire resistance ratings. 

1 

 0403   Elevators (Job Task) 
Verify elevators are in compliance with code requirements, such as dimensions, floor 
numbering, and applicable reference standards. 

1 

   

05    Fire Department Access (Content Area) 5 

 0501   Access to Storeys (Job Task) 
Verify access to above grade storeys is in compliance with code requirements such as location 
and size. 

2 

 0502   Access Routes (Job Task) 
Verify access routes are in compliance with code requirements such as location, and physical 
design.  

2 

 0503 Access to Roof Areas (Job Task) 
Verify access to roof is in compliance with code requirements such as application and 
provisions. 

1 

 Total    50 

 
* In this Exam 7, Content Area 03, deals with “Passive Fire Protection.”  Exam 10 deals with “Active Fire Protection.” 


